— — —h ſl — , 
. * 


SERMON 


PREACH D 
At Guilford in the County of Surry, 
A848 9-5 


ASSIZES : 


HELD THERE, 


FUE LI the 14th, 1708. 
BEFORE THE 


Right Honourable the Lord chief 
Juſtice Holt, and Mr. Juſtice Powys. 


By JoN Cs AR, Vicar of Croydon, 
And Chaplain to the Right Honble 


SCROOP Earl of Bridgewater. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the High Sheriff, 


LOND O N: 
Printed for John Pemberton, at the Golden Buck 


againſt « St. Dunſtan 8 Church! in Fleetſtreet. 1708. 


oy 2 
ATE <= AE === 2 
— - — — — —. — 
U * 1 - w — — 


—ä ñ ͥ > ” 
— — — - 


ity 
! 
1 
1 
1 
| 

| 
1 


FEET e r © EL... 


Ke; 


1 0 


7 0HN DEV TR, Eſq; 
High Sheriff of the County of Surrey. 


SA. 
Know I fhall pleaſe you much better, in the Obſervation 1 
am going to make of theOccurrences which have happen'd in 
the Tear of your Shrievalty,than if Tcould preſent you with 

the moſt lively Strains of Wit and Eloquence that ever 
adorn'd a Dedication : Becauſe I am proud to tell the Warld, 
that I am ſo well acquainted with you, as to be aſſur d, that 
you are too Modeſt to be pleaſed with hearing your own moſt 
Fuſt Commendation, and too Wiſe to bear being Flatter'd. Be- 
fides, the Hearty Love you bear to our Countrey, makes the 
Proſperity of it the Thing you cou'd read with the greateſt Sa- 
tisfattion ; and with no leſs could Twrite of it, if I had a Ge- 
nius equal to the Noble Subject. At our Firſt Aſſizes we re- 
ceiv'd the Agreeable News of the Diſappointment of our Ene- 
mies Arms; and at the Second, the Joyful Account of the 
Succeſs of our Own ; and the Nation triumph'd within a few 
Months, for the Enemies being Baffled at Sea; and Beaten at 
Land. May it ſtill be their Fate, to do as they did on the 
Occaſion of the late Iuxvaſion, to triumph before Victory : And 
may our good God continue ſuch Bleſſings to us, as that our Glo- 
rious Generals, His Grace the Duke of Marlborough, and 

Prince Eugene, may conduct thoſe Troops to the Confines of Pi- 

cardy, which the French ſo little a while before Teng to 
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have ſeen employ'd in the Defence of Edinburgh. This Eng- 

liſh Zero has ſo taught his Engliſh Troops to Conquer in Places 
where they had never been, even on the Bank of the Danube; 
is now leading them to Fields where formerly they have been, 
and been the Terror and Scourge of France; even to the very 
Fields of Creſſy and Agincourt ; the Glory: of both which, He 
rival'd at Blenheim. Mithin the Compaſs of the ſame Memo- 
rable Tear, we hope ta giveThanks ta God; fan ſewing us mar- 
vellous great Kindneſs in a Strong City ; when a future King of 
France, with the whole Power of his waſted Dominions, was 
Witneſs of its Danger, which he could not Relieve. Theſe, 
Sir, are ſome, aud but ſome of the Famous Actions of this 
Tear : For I mention not the Kingdom of France being enter d 
on one ſide ;, Iſlands being, recaver d.to the True King of, Spaitr; 
the Treaſure and Support of approaching Campaigns, driuen 
back to the Mines, out of which it came; and . Suc- 
ceſſes : And theſe are proper. Subjects for aur. Publick Foy, and 
Congratulations of Her Majeſly,, with our Fellow, Engliſhmen; 
aud theſe may be allow d ro be likewiſe. apriuate Sai faction te 
my ſelf, as they have. happen d in. the Time. af yaur. Ofica. 
And beyond theſe, we have nothing ta wiſh. ar pray, far, to ad 
to,andeſtabliſh our Happineſs under Her Sacred, Majeſty s moſt 
Auſpicious Reign. , but an Honquralle: and Laſting: Peace: 


Which no-body does either wiſh. or. pray, far more. heartily, 
than, r en 


8. IJ. N. 


Croydon, Se. Luke . ; 
no OM moſt Humble Servant, 


TCA. 


4% 


4 


1] ER E M. XXIII. Part of the 10. V. 


Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth. 


F any Age ſince that in which the Prophet made 

this Complaint, had Reaſon to joyn in it, ours 
has; and if any Land had everReaſon to mourn 
becauſe of Swearing, this has, of which we are In- 
habitants: And therefore, it is our Duty to lift up 
our Voice, from this Place eſpecially, againſt this 
Sin, after the Example of the Holy Prophet, that 
the Warning of the Danger of it, may be, if poſſi- 
ble, as Loud in the Church, as the Vice it ſelf is in 
our Streets. Beſides too, there is a good Reaſon 
why the Faults of Swearing ſhould be declard a- 
gainſt on this Occaſion, becauſe, it is by Swearing 
in a due manner, which the ſame Prophet Jeremy tells 
us in another Place, Cap. 4. 2. ſhould be in Truth, 


Judgment, and Righteouſneſs ; that the Main of the 


Proceedings of this Aſſembly is to be determin d, 
whether it concerns Men's Reputation or Eſtates on 


Þ® :he one ſide, or their Lives on the other. We are 


told by Tully, That among the Heathens, the Wi- 
ſeſt of them could invent no ſtronger Tie to oblige 
Men to be faithful, than an Oath ; and that man 


Things are confirmed by an Oath : And the Word 
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of God aſſures, that an Oath for Confirmation is to 
Men an end of all Strife, Heb. 6. 16. So that with- 
out a due Regard to the Sacred Obligation of an 
Oath, Juſtice cannot be adminiftred 3 Man 

and Man, Controverſies cannot be decided, and 
conſequently the Peace and Quiet of Societies cannot 

be preſerved. Without a due Regard to an Oath, 
Leagues of Peace between Kingdom and Kingdom 

will not be obſerved: As appears plainly by the ma- 

ny Inſtances, in which, both Peace and Oaths have 
been broken together by the Mighty Oppreſſor, a- 
gainſt whom we are engaged in a Juſt War on that 
very Account: One wou d think, He ſwore to Treaties 

by no other God, but that Leaden One, which one 

of his Predeceſſors Lewis XI. carried in his Cap, and 
kiſſed and ask d Pardon of, when he commanded 

any one whom he fear'd or hated, to be murder'd : 

But whatever Glory He aſpires at by his Conqueſts, 

He muſt leave as loud an Infamy for his Breach of 

the moſt Solemn Oaths. And as Nations are thus 
preſerv'd in Peace with each Other , by a Religious 
Regard to Swearing, ſo particular Ones are bound | 
to Fidelity and Loyalty to their own Princes by the c 
ſame Tie : And if, even this does not always Gale 
Princes from Attempts againſt their Crowns and 
Lives too, how much greater Danger would they 

be in, if it was Univerſally ſlighted. I am afraid, 

this would not have preſerv'd our moſt Excellent 


(Queen 
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Queen againſt the late dangerous Enterprize, tho 

one wou d think Her Piety, Juſtice, and Clemency, 
ſhou d have kept Her Subjects Faithful without any 
Oath, and much more with one: I am afraid, I 
ſay, of this, becauſe, had our Foreign Enemies land- 
ed, there might have ſtarted up ſome Domeſtick 
ones, to have joined them, who had before Sworn 
to the contrary. To a due Regard to an Oath, I 
was going to alcribe all the Bleſſings of Her Maje- 
ſties Reign, but that I conſider it is her Innate Love 
of Juſtice, her Truly Engliſh Heart, and her Tender- 
neſs towards Her People, that conſtrain Her to have 
no Intereſt ſeparate from Her Countrey's, as much 
as any Oath can bind Her: And as no Oath can 
bind all Her Subjects to be Loyal to Her, ſo She 
wants none to be indulgenttothem all. From which 
Important Uſes of Oaths, it appears that Human So- 
ciety has no Enemies more dangerous than ſuch Men 
as do any way promote Infidelity and Irreligion a- 
mong us; becauſe they weaken the Obligation of 

an Oath, they ſlacken the Sacred Band of Con- 
ſcience, without which, no Worldly Conſideration 
is ſtrong enough, to bind Men to be Juſt, Honeſt 
and Peaccable : It concerns therefore all Mankind, 
but eſpecially the Civil Authority, to have the Re- 
verence of an Oath ſecured ; and when we perſuade 
our Hearers to this, it may be call'd Prieſtcraft, but 
it ought to be allow'd to be Reaſon of State. And 
2 DB 2 [1548 
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ſince the right Uſe of an Oath has ſuch mighty In- 
fluence upon all the great Affairs of Life, the Abuſe 
of it muſt be highly provoking in the ſight of God, 
by whom we ſwear ; and may be a juſt Cauſe of 
aur Countrey's Mourning either for the Natural [ll 
Conſequences of ſuch Abuſes, as that, common 

Faith ſhall fail amongſt Men; which David cries 
out on as a dreadful Forerunner of the Deſtruction 
of the World, Pal. 12. 1. Help, Lord, for the godly 
man ceaſeth, the faithful fail among the children of men. 
Or our Countrey may mourn under particularJudg- 
ments of God for Sins concerning Swearing ; as the 
Land of Judea did, when it ſuffer d Three V 
mine for the Breach of an Oath made by Joſhua Four 
Hundred Years before, 2 Sam. 21. Of/ all which 
Abuſes I ſhall pitch upon Two to warn Men againſt 
at this time, for which our Land does, /orought co 
mourn, and for which God prevent our Mourning 
under ſome of his ſore Judgments : And thoſe Sins 
in Swearing, are, 

1. Common, Familiar, and Ihad almoſt ſaid Fa- 
ſhionable Swearing in all our Converſation, And, 
2. Downright Perjury, and Mens Forſwearing 

themſelves on the moſt Solemn Occaſions. 
1. Then, Common, Familiar, and I had almoſt 
ſaid Faſhionable Swearing in all our Converſation. 
And certainly, there cannot be a more Rational Way 
of perſuading Men to avoid this Cuſtomary Way of 
Swear- 
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Swearing, than to convince them of the great Sin of 
doing ſo; for if this does not prevail with them to 
leave it off immediately, yet it muſt convince them 
however that they ought to do it; and that will in 


time, I hope, deter them from that ſinful Practice. 
And 


1. I would defire them to conſider, what the 
Nature of an Oath is, what dangerous Words they. 
toſs about on their unhallowed Tongues, that they 
may underſtand and fear an Oath, and not thunder 
them out in every Sentence: And an Oathis calling 
upon God to witnels the Truth of what weſay; and 
to be an Avenger and Puniſher of us if we do not 
ſpeak the Truth. It is binding our Souls with a Bond, Lev. 
3. 2. Binding them even to Damnation , accordin 
to the Phraſe of our Modern Modiſh Oaths. And 
is this fir to be done upon every trifling Occaſion, 
and almoſt every time a Man opens his Mouth : 
Is Everlaſting Torment and Miſery ſuch a flight 
Thing, that Men ſhould call for it upon themſelves? 
Or if the Prophane Swearer believes nothing of this, 
why then does he uſe ſo many impertinent Words 
that in his own Opinion ſignify nothing? He muſt 
mean either the moſt dreadful Thing, or Nothing: 
He muſt ſpeak the moſt deſperate, or the molt 
ſenſeleſs Words that can be, every. time he (wears 
or curſes. Again, an Oath is allow'd to be a. very 
ſerious part of our Worſhip of God; becauſe, we | 
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do acknowledge Him thereby, to be a God of all 
Knowledge, and ſo able to diſcern our moſt ſecret 
Purpoſes, and the moſt private Intentions of our 
Hearts; we own Him thereby, to be a God of all 
Truth, who delights in Truth ; and a God of Ju- 
ſtice, who will puniſh thoſe, who ſwear by his 
Name, and not according to Truth: An Oath 
does ſignify our Belief in theſe Attributes and Per- 
{eftions of God: And ought not the Conſideration 
of ſuch a Being to ſtrike moreAwe intoevery Man's 
Mind than to dally and trifle with him? To chal- 
lenge Him to ſtop our Breath almoſt as often as we 
fetch ir; to have a God of Infinite Knowledge, Ju- 
ſtice, and Power, to pour down Plagues, Death, 
and Damnation upon us at every turn, Beſides 
too, what Rudenels and Diſrepect does it ſhe to 
our Bleſſed Saviour, to have his Name prophan' d, 
when St. Peter aſſures us, Acts 4. 12. That there is 
no other Name under Heaven given among Men whereby we 
muſt be ſav d.WhatBarbarousIngratitude is it, to ſpeak 
ſlightly and immodeſtly of the moſt precious Blood 
of our Lord, and of his dreadful Wounds made by the 
Nails and Spear? Is not this ſhewing the World, 
that we count it, or would małe it an unholy Thing? 
How can we reverently eat that Fleſh, and drink 
that Blood in a ſpiriritual Senſe , with the ſame 
Mouth with which we abuſe them: But ah! how 
how ſhall we plead that Blood, and thoſe Wounds 
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by which we might be heal'd for the Pardon of 
our Sins, which we have ſo unworthily and impi- 
ouſly usd in our Diſcourſe ? Or will that Vocal 
Blood plead for us, when we have cursd our 
ſelves by that, as much as they did who ſhed it; 
when they deſperately wiſh'd it on them and their 
Children. Mat. 27. 25. No; it may cry out 
againſt us, and come to ſpeak worſe Things againſt 

us, than that of Abel did againſt Cain. But 
2. The Great and Heinous Wickedneſs of Com- 
mon and Cuſtomary Swearing , is apparent from 
the immediate and direct Affront that it is to the 
Great God of Heaven and Earth. Other Sins do 
not ſo ſawcily defy his Power, ſo impudently and 
daringly challenge him to let fly his Vengeance : 
For many of them are committed in the deep 
of Mens Hearts, or ſneak into Corners and 
Darkneſs, and are call'd in Scripture , Works of 
Darkneſs; but this ecchoes in the Streets; it 
braves God's Thunder, and almoſt vies with it 
in Loudneſs. So that he ſeems oblig d ro aſſert 
his Authority by ſome Stroke of his Omnipotent 
Arm; if it be but to keep up a Belief of his 
Being and his Providence among Men; who may 
call both in Queſtion , if ſuch daring Wickedneſs 
receive no Check. If God does not ſometimes 
cauſe a Land to mourn on ſuch an Account, he will 
not be thought to have made it: If Men por 
thus 
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thus with their Tongue, they will ſoon ſay, Who 
is Lord over us? 

3. AnotherReaſon, why this Swearing in Com- 
mon Diſcourſe is very Sinful, and conſequently to 
be avoided, is, becauſe our Saviour has told us 
ſo expreſsly, Mat. 5. 37. Let your Communication 
be yea yea, nay nay; for whatever is more than this 
cometh of Evil : That is, it proceeds from an Evil 
Principle; either from want of Reverence towards 
God; from Contempt of Religion; from Pride 
of Mind; or from the Temptation or Inſtigation 
of the Devil, the Evil one; who, by this ma 
enſnare Men into Infidelity ; which ſeems, indeed, 
to be the natural Conſequence of it, becauſe. 
none of our Senſual [nclinations are gratify'd by it 
in the leaſt. Many other Sins may plead ſtrong 
Temptations of Pleaſure or Profit; but Swearing 
cannot: And ſince it has no ſuch Pretence, it 
may be ſuppos d to iſſue from a Disbelief of 
God's Being or his Providence, or elſe from a 
wretched Temper of Sinning for Sinning's ſake. 
Such Men ſeem to love this Sin, as the Jews ha- 
ted our Saviour, Supzzy, without a Cauſe, as the 
Word dufte often ſignifies: And ſo in the Pro- 
phet's Phraſe, Ja. 52. 3. They ſell themſelves for 
nought. This is the only Hook of the Devil that 
is quite naked, without any Bait to hide or ſweet- 
en it. We can hardly ſay he tempts to this Sin; 
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but Men are drawn away and enticed without him; 
and for that Reaſon are guilty of an higher Degree 
of Sin, and of Folly too, if Folly could ever be 
| ſeparated from Sin. But the 
4th and laſt Proof of the Heinouſneſs of this 
Sin, which 1 have Time to mention, is, Thar it 
oftentimes leads Men into Perjury. Of the Prodi- 
gious Guile of Perjury, I ſhall enlarge further un- 
der the Second General Head; and content my felt 
to ſhew at preſent, That Common Swearing na- 
turally brings Men to this, and therefore is exceed- 
ingly ſinful. And certainly, when Men ſwear at 
random, or as Paſſion provokes, Humour prompts, 
or Care leſsneſs hurries them; they muſt often 
ſwear Things to be true, which they know not, 
or are not ſure to be ſo: They will often promiſe 
Things upon ſuch Raſh Oaths, as it is impoſſible, 
or ſinful for them to perform. We may all ob- 
ſerve, how inconſiderately, Men given to this Vice, 
either begin or end every wild extravagant Sen- 
tence with Oaths or Curſes. They throw them 
out ſo thick and profuſely, and ſo like the moſt 
idle Words, that they cannot regard Truth in them 
all. Men may indeed delude themſelves with 
thinking, that they ſwear in jeſt; but the Obliga- 
tion of an Oath is not to be jeſted away. The 
Nature of Sin does not change with the Opinions 
Men take up about it. Beſides, this has a great 
mo 3 Ten- 
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Tendency to the moſt Deliberate Solemn Perjury. 
For, will he who has accuſtomed himſelf to Swear 
commonly, regard an Oath as he ought to do in 
the moſt Serious Matter? It is not likely he 
ſhould, as one who on all Occaſions fears and 
everences an Oath, and dares not uſe it, for fear 
he ſhould be forſworn ere he is aware. And thus, 
from the Conſideration of the Nature of an Oath; 
the Affront it is to the Majeſty of God; the plain 
Say ing of our Saviour, that it proceeds from Evil; 
and the Likelihood that it will end in Perjury; ap- 
pears the great Sinfulnels. and Wickedneſs of Com- 
mon and Cuſtomary Swearing: And from the 
Sintulneſs and Wickednels of it, it as plainly ap- 
pears, That Men ought not to begin it; or to 
leave it off, if they have. And ſo I proceed to the 
Second General Head, viz. | 
I. DownrighePerjury, and Mens Forſwearing 
thernlelves on the moſt Solemn Occaſions. 0 
But before I ſer my ſelf to ſhew the great Guile 
of Perjury, I ſhall briefly explain what it is; that 
Men may know when they commit it, as well as 
what Danger they run by committing it. And all 
Oaths are of Two ſorts; either Aſſertory, or Pro- 
miſſory. An Aſſertory Oath is always concerning 
lomething that is paſt, or preſent. As, when a 
Man ſwears, Such a thing was, or was not, ſo or 
o, a Year, or Month, or any Space of Time paſt ; 
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or is, or is not, 940 or ſo now. And this kind of 
an Oath i is of knot Ule in the Aﬀairs of this Mee:- 
ing. All Matters of Fa& concerning Men's Lives 
or Fortunes, being determinable by this ſort of 
Oaths only. Tis true, indeed, that the Promiſſory 
Oath, which is always made in reſpect to the Time 
to come only, does bind the Honourable the Judges, 
and the Gentlemen of the ſeveral Juries, to execute 
the Office they are afterwards to enter upon, faith- 
fully and conſcientiouſſy: But they proceed, as! 
laid before, in the Execution of that Office, ac- 
cording to the Aſſertory Oaths of Witneſſes. Or if 
any one fay , as ſome have, that in every Oath 
there is a Promiſe ; becauſe Witnefles, when they 
take their Oaths do promiſe to anſwer all ſuch 
Queſtions as the Court ſhall demand of them. 1 
anſwer ; that in Strictneſs this is true: But that the 
Promiſe and the Performance come ſo near rogerher, 
char the Time of Promiſir ing and Performing may 
be faid in ſome Senſe to be the ſame. And beſides, 
the Anſwers which the Evidence make, are all Aſ- 
ſertory : So that the Diviſion of Oaths into theſe 
Two Kinds, may be allowed. Now, to know 
when a Man is forfworn as to a Promillory Oath , 
He forſwears himſelf, who ſwears to do that 11855 
he does not intend to do: Or, if he does intend to 
do what he ſwears, but Wes not do it afterwards, 
he” is forſworn. As to Afſertory Oaths; He that 
8 2 affirms 
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affirms a Thing upon Oath, which he knows to be 
otherwiſe, is forſworn. Nay, if he affrms a Thing 
that he is not ſure of, tho it be true, yet he is per- 
jur d: Becauſe Men ought to be certain of what 
they affirm upon Oath. And in both Kinds of 
Oaths, thoſe Perſons are guilty of Perjury, who uſe 
Equivocations, or Mental Reſervations ; that is, 
have two Meanings; one, which the Hearers un- 
derſtand; and another, which they reſerve to keep 
in their own Mind, to ſalve the Truth of what they 
ſay. This, I ſay, I queſtion not to call Perjury 
notwithſtanding it is defended, and, what is worle, 
practis d by too many Chriſtians, to the Diſhonour 
and Hindrance of the Chriſtian Religion ; and it 
would be to the Deſtruction of all Society, if it was 
generally us d. If it be a little more Rehin'd Per- 
jury than ordinary, it may in that reſpect, indeed, 
ſuit the Maintainers of it: But if all their Policy 
had been ſpun no more finely than this, the World 
wou'd not have fear d or felt ſo much from them, 
as it has done. Thus far one Man may be guilty 
of Perjury alone. And tis poſſible, that Two or 
more may be involv'd in the Common Guilt, tho 
but of one Act of Forſwearing. As, when Men 
bribe or ſuborn a Falſe Witneſs, one of them 


_ ſwears, indeed; but before God they are both, or 


all guilty of Perjury. Nay, there are many. ways. 
in Impannelling Juries, Awing of Witneſſes, uſing, 
2 T1 10 
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Arts to draw Things from them that they do not 
mean, and the like; which I would not give ei- 
ther a harder or a ſofter Name to than they deſerve; 
but, I doubt, do oftentimes border upon Perjury. 

Having thus explain d what the Nature of Perju- 
ry is, and how Men may be guilty of it, I come to 
ſhew the Greatneſs of the Guilt, in order to per- 
ſuade Men to avoid it as one of the greateſt Sins 
that a Man can be guilty of : And 

1. The Heathens who never knew the Reveal'd 
Will of God, but govern their Lives by the Law 
of Nature only, were very ſenſible of the Heinouſ- 
neſs of this Sin; and many of them puniſh d it in a ſe- 
vere Manner, even with the Loſs of Life. They 
thought their Country ſo like to mourn and ſuffer 
becauſe of this dreadful Abuſe of Swearing, that 
they endeavour d to wipe off the Crime by the 
Blood of the Criminal. They thought that the 
Poſterity of perjur d Perſons wou d ſuffer for this 
Sin of their Anceſtors; which Opinion they never 
entertain d but concerning the higheſt Crimes that 
Men could commit: Nay, in this they went fur- 
ther, that the Will to commit it, tho in Fact it was 
not committed, would be puniſh'd; according to the 
known Verſe of Juvenal; 


Has patitur penas peccandi ſola voluntas : 


With this he concludes the Account of a Spartan, 
who- 


Jo 


A 
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who dolle only Whether he ſhould" ITE 
himſelf ; and for the Inclination only, which he did 
not put in Execution, for Fear not Honeſty, mets 
non moribus, ſays the Author, he was ſtruck dead, 
and all his Children, and his very diſtant Relations, 
(Sat. 13. v. 199.) Longa deductis gente propinquis. 
But beſides what they then, and Chriſtians now, 
have made the odious Puniſhment of this Sin, as if 
the Almighty deſign d to ſhew his particular Peteſta- 
tion to, and Diſcountenance of it; we find in all Hi- 
ſtories boch Sacred and Prophane, ' multiplied laſtan- 
ces of ſtrange and terrible Judgments from Heaven 
talling upon the Heads of perjur d Perſons, as a pre- 
ſent Puniſhment of that Sin; ; intimating, that if 
God's Rectoral Juſtice feem'd conteern d to inffict the 
worlt of Miſeries and Difafters upon ſome ſuch Sin- 
ners in this Life, the ſame Juſtice wou d, as it were, 
ſtill oblige him to conſign chem to the worlt of 
Torrents | in the next. 

What a ſecret and inviſible Vage Weg. 


<d them, not only to the particular Ruin of them- 
ſelves, but the Devaſtation of whole Families? Vea, 


its Contagion has been ſtill more general, and even 
wholeNations have felt the difmal Effect of 1 it, as 
the 357 alledges; and ſo does that Paſlage of Zh, 
5. v. 4. where Ipeaking of the Curſe that goeth Gver 
the * of the Earth, lays, chat Gad will bring i it forth, 
mn" i ſhall enter into he boufe of him who  ſweareth fa Jy 


by 
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by the Name of God, and ſhall remain in the midſt of his 
houſe, and ſhall conſume it with the timber thereof, and 
the ſtones thereof; it ſhall remain in the midſt of his houſe, 
and ſhall conſume it; implying, not a Perſonal and 
Single, but a Family, nay, an univerſal and compli- 
cated Curſe of a whole Nation, which by the ſe- 
cret and unſeen Judgment of Heaven undermines E- 
c Mares and Families, to their utter Ruin and Devaſta- 
tion. And the Flying Roll mention d in the Firſt 
Verſe of this Chapter is generally interpreted to 


5 point out and intimate the Indiſcernableneſs and 
4 Swiftneſs, as well as Fierceneſs and Unavoidableneſs 
1 of this Judgment. Of ſo very dangerous and perni- 
if cious Conſequence is it, even in this World, to make 
© bold with Sacred Things, and to call God's Name 
co atteſt a Lye. This, tho not always the Fate, yer 


e zs always the Deſert of Perjur d and Infidious Perſons, 
of and what God has often, and may always juſtly in- 
: flict: And tho ſome Offenders may eſcape, yet none 
can pretend or warrant Security and -Exemption.: 
Tis what all may fear, and have Reaſon to expect: 
Which is but a juſt Argument to perſuade all thoſe 
who have been guilty of it, to repent of their Wic- 
kedneſs, as it is to diſſuade all thoſe that have not, 
from, its Practice, as they tender the Welfare of 
themſelves, the Security of their Eſtates from a can- 
kering and corroding Curſe, and the good Foun- 
dation and Eſtabliſhment of cheir. Poſterity. For we 
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will not ſuffer his Honour thus affrontingly to be a- 
bus d, nor will he eſteem him guiltleſs who thus 
takes his Name in vain ; but his juſt and terrible 
Vengeance will always, will always await him ; and 
tho God's Longanimity and Forbearance, which is 
deſign'd to bring Men to Repentance and Happi- 
neſs, ſhould deter the Execution of it in this Life, 
(cho probably it may be otherwiſe ) yet, 

2dly. Will it moſt infallibly find him out in the 
Life to come: When the hotteſt of God's Fury 
and Anger ſhall be pour d out on thoſe Audacious 
and Miſcreant Wretches, who durſt violate God's 
Honour, and take his moſt Venerable and Holy 
Name into their prophane and unhallow'd Lips, 
and ſet his Eternal Veracity to a Falſhood: Then 
will his Jealouſy burn like Fire upon thoſe Sinners; 
nay , the hotteſt and moſt intolerable Tortures 
will be doubtleſs reſerved in Hell for ſuch, as ha- 
ving been the moſt infamous and affronting Rebels. 
And God will now moſt ſeverely execute upon 
| themſelves, what they have ſo often provoked and 
challeng'd the Almighty to do. 

God Almighty deal ſo with me, at the Final and 
Terrible Day of Judgment : May I be forever Hap- 
py, or Damn d to all Eternity, according to the 
Truth or Falſkood of the Thing 1 now affirm : 
May I ever live to ſee and enjoy my Ever-bleſſed 
Maker and Red semer; or be totally and finally 
* baniſh d 
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baniſh d his Preſence, and conſign d do perpetual 


Cohabitation with the Devil and Damn ' d Spirits; 
are Things of ſuch Eternal Conſequence and Impor- 
. tance, (and which every Oath includes) that they 


ought to be weighd with the greateſt Nicety and 
Exactneſs, with the greateſt Deliberateneſs and Pre- 


caution; as what may prove the moſt fatal and ir- 


recoverable Things. The Almighty may take us 


at our Words, and ſay Amen; and may execute 


that Terrible Sentence which we have call'd down, 
and drawn upon our ſelves. 

What need I ſay more to diſcountenance this 
Complicated Sin of Perjury , than by ſhewing the 
Judgments that have in this Lite already, and thoſe 
that will hereafter be inflicted upon it? Which is 
more Severe , as being more Heinous than moſt 
other Sins. For it is a Sin againſt God, in an open 
Contempt and Violation of his Holy Name. A 
Sin againſt a Man's ſelf, in impoſing upon his Con- 
ſcience, and acting againſt the Impulſe and Dire- 
ction of it. A Sin againſt a Man's Neighbour, in 
doing him wrong , and ſubverting the common 
Methods of Juſtice. Ic is an Infringement upon 
Human Society ; and whoever is guilty, hardly de- 
ſerves the common Benefit and Advantage of it. 
What I have to ſay further, ſhall be by way of 
Addreſs to the Guilty, and Innocent; thoſe who 
have fallen into this Sin, and thoſe who haye not. 
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Tremble, O ye. Sinners! who have been guilt 
of your own Damnation, and have ſealed ih 
your own Conſents and Deſires; who have antici- 
pated the Divine Sentence, and, as it were, have 
engag d God to ſee it executed finally and effectu- 
ally upon you. Conſider and think of this, all ye 
who forget God. Think what Diſhonour you have 
done to your God; who is a God that is able to 
puniſh, as well as jealous. of his Honour : Who 
will take Vengeance of all thele Ungodly Deeds, 


which Ungodly Men have diſhonourably ſpoken 


againſt him. Think, that this is the grievous Con- 
{ſequence of fo ill-natur'd and deviliſh Sin, as no- 
ching but the Miraculous and Undeſerv d Mercy and 
Forbearance of God has as yet deferr d the Executi- 
on of the Judgment of God upon; ſo nothing but 
thy timely and ſincere Application to that God thou 
halt offended, for Mercy and Pardon for thy Sins 
paſt; nothing but a ſincere and vigorous Repen- 
tance, can ward off the Blow of his Wrath, in this 
World, or revoke, and cancel them, ſo as. not to 
meet with the hotteſt Severity in the next. Invoke 
and ſupplicate God betimes: Neteſt and abhor thy 


Guilt : Reſolve and endeavour, by Watchfulneſs, 


Care, and a ſerious Conſideration, to reform and 
amend : That God may remove this great Sin from 
thee, and thou may {t not. die. e 
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21. But to thoſe who have hitherto cautiouſly a- 
voided that Sin, from the Heinoulſneſs of the Crime, 
and the Severity. of the Puniſhment, let me warn 
you to continue reſolute and circumſpect; (and 
here I apply my ſelf to all you that ſhall be call'd 
upon to take an Oath : ) Let not the Fear and Af- 
ſection of Men biaſs and ſway your Canſciences, 
to the Breach of Truth and Juſtice, and with this 
the Forfeiture of God's Favour. Set Him always be- 
fore your Eyes, as an Obſerver of what thou doeſt. 
Make the Cauſe thou art concern d in thy own, and 
then act with that Integrity and Juſtice: as thou ex- 

teſt, from other Men; nay, make it the Cauſe of 
Gad, and think that the Great Patron of Truth 
and Juſtice will be honoured or difhonoured by ei- 
ther thy upright or unjuſt Dealing: Think likewiſe, 
that as God ohſerves thee, it is with ſome Deſign to 
puniſh. thy. Perjury, or reward thy Fidelity. The 
Buſineſs thou art concern d in is noble, and neceſſa- 
ry to ſet them to Rights who ſuffer Wrong; in 
which thou art not miſemploy d, and without daubt 
ſhalt not be unrewarded. 

I will conclude all, with thoſe Excellent Sayings of 
the Son of Sirach concerning theſe T'wo Sins (I have 
been treating of) Prophane Swearing, and Perjury, 
Ecclus. 23. 9, 10, &c. Accuſtom not thy mouth- to- 
ſwearing, neither uſe thy ſelf to the naming of the Holy 
One. A Man that uſeth much ſwearing ſhall. be filled 


with-, 


— 
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with iniquity, and the Plague ſhall never depart from his 

houſe. If be ſhall offend, his fin ſhall be upon him; 
and if be acknowledge not his fin, he maketh a double of- 
fence ; and if he ſwear falſly, he ſhall not be innocent, 
but bis houſe ſhall be full of calamities. 

And to repreſent to us the dreadful Nature of this 
Sin of Perjury ; There is ( ſaith he) a word that is 
cloathed about with death, meaning a raſh and falſe 
Oath; There is a word that is cloathed about with death; 
God grant it be not found in the heritage of Jacob: For 
all ſuch things ſhall be far from the godly ; and they will 
not wallow in theſe ſins. From which, God preſerve 
all good Men, and make them careful to preſerve 
themſelves; as they value the preſent Peace of their 
own Conſciences, and the Favour of Almighty God 
in this World and the other, for his Mercies ſake in 
Jeſus Chriſt: To whom, with the Father, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, be all Hononr and Glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. x 
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